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TENSIUN anD RISKS IN THE CULUMBIAN BURDER
DISPUTE '

= ENTIRE TEXT,

2. SUMMAKY: FURETGHN MINISTER CONSALVI BRIEFED THE
AMgASSADOR MOKNIWNG AUGUST 18 AT THE REQUEST OF PRESIDENTY
LUSINCHI Ow VENEZUELAH PUSITIUN AND CONCERNS OQVER THE

COLOMBIAN BUKDER 1nCIDEwT. CONSALVI SAYS HIS !
GOVERWMEKRT 1S SERIuSLY CUNCERNED WITH THE PUSSIBILITY

OF AAR wITH COLUMBIA OR THE FALL OF VENEZUELAN , : \
DEMOCRACY T0O 11S Uwur MILITARY, END SUMMARY,

3. CONSALV] CALLED ThE AMBASSADOR LATE AT WIGHT OH

TSEURER
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AUGUST 17 TU REWUEST A MEETING.  THEY MEY AT THE ~
AM3ASSADOR'S KRESIDEMCE FUR BREAKFAST ON AUGUST 8. 7
COnNSALVI WAS CLEARLY PRKEOCCUPIED AND APPARENTLY DID NOT -

WIsH TO DISCUSS Ay OVHER SUBJECTS, EVEN THE UPCOMING

MEETING OF THE EIGHT HERE IN CARACAS, LUWSLAVI-SAID. . . B
THAT -THE .COLOMBIAN SITUATIOUN WAS MORL SERIOUS THAN IT ‘

HAp FIKST APPEARED. AS OF LAST FKIUVAY (AUGUST 14)

THE VEWEZUELAN GUVERNMENT HAU THOUGHT THE ISSUE nAS 3
REsoLVED, COLOMUIa HOKWEVER, WOT ONLY Dl NOT BACK ' ’
DOar BUT MADE THE 1SSUE wURSE: COLOMBIA IS INSISTING ON

DIspUTING TERKITORY FROMERLY NOT EVEH ON THE TABLE, I
"Tr1S IS AN lwSULT", KE SAlID, '

COiisSALVI SAID "QUR LEMOCKATIC SYSTEM IS AT STAKE ee. ' : )
WE HAVE WEGLECTED MILITARY PREPARAVIUNS (EGUIFPMENT) " ' _ '
VELWEZUELA FEELS I I1TARILY VULNERAGBLE IN ITS PETROLEUM ‘
INFRASTRUCTURE: "THEY CAli STRIKE AT QUR QIL (FACILITIES "
CONCENTRATED IN THE MARACAIBO AREA ABUTTING COLOMBIA),

WHaT WOULD wE DU =~ BOM3 THEIR MARIJUANA FIELDS?"

GOy LEADEKRSHIP 1S ALLSU «URRIED ABOUT THE VERNEZUELAN )
MILITARY AS AN IASTITUTION, "OUR MILITAKY QUESTIONS '
Wiy THE CIVIL AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT GIVEN ORDERS TO

REPEL THE AGGKESSUR ARD DEFEWD OUR SUVEREIGHTY,.. )
JHE VEWEZUELAN MILITARY WOW FEELS THAT THERE 1S NG

ALTERNATIVE TU All EVENTUAL WAR,™ COLCMBIA wILL WNOT :

GIveg UP 1TSS CLAIM «HICH GUV THOUGHT A DEAU ISSUE. )
IF THE SITUATIOUN Is NHOT RESOLVED BY NEGOTIATION Ok wAK, .
THE VENEZULLAN MILITARY wlLL "TAKE QUVER," (HE SEEMED

TO BE TALKING ABOUT A THREAT IN THE WEDIUM TO LONG )
TERwy RATHEK THaw IvoEUIATELY.) '

S¢ COHSALVI HAS A EXAGGERATED FaITi IN TRE POWER OF : ;
REASOiv TO SULVE DIspUTES, THIS IS CLEARLY SHAKEN, HE ‘

SEE¥S CUWVINCED THF 1SSUE MAY EE TAKEN UUT OF HIS

HAWDS AND OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE CIVILIANS, HE FELT )
HE RAD SULID ASSUR&4%CES FROM BARCO THAT THIS PROBLEM ' -
WOuLD BE KRESULVED PEACEFULLY, BUT SUSPECTS THAT THE

COLGM31AN MILITARY HAY BVE FURCING THE HAWD OF THEIR ' |
PRESIDENT, a

6. CONSALV1 AND H1S GUVERNMEKRT ARE HURT AND PERHAPS NOT }

SECKETY
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A LITTLE STUNKED By THE FORCE AwD MOMENTUM wHICH

THIs CRISIS IS ASSUMING, CONSALVI SPENT YEARS BUILDING )
UP THE GROUP OF EIGHMT AND YEARS AS CAP'S FOREIGHN ‘
MINISTER INCREASING BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL

CODPERATION wITH COLOMBlA, 1T MaY BE THAT HE SEES IN )
TH1s CRISIS THE POSSIBLE DISSOLUTION UF CONTADORA, THE )
GRQuP OF EIGHT, ANp THE VERY LATIN SOLIDARITY wHICH

HE WAS STRUGGLED S0 MNARD TO ACHIEVE. _ B

7. CONSALV]I WAS UnCHARACTERISTICALLY DEROGATORY ABQUT

HIs COLOMBIAKN COUNRTERPART, STATIKNG THAT LUNDOND wAS y
DRywK AT A MEETIWG T BRAZIL AND STUuUD CUNSALVI UP ' :
FOR BREARKFAST Gl VTHE LAST DAY DUE TO HIS LATE NIGHT

CAROUSING, COISALVI, #URMALLY CALM AKD KEFLECTIVE, WAS » 9
VITJUPERATIVE ABUUT COLOMBIA'S CLAIM AND ITS :
ACTIONS, CALLING THfFi AYSUKRD, RIDICULOUS, PREPOSTEROUS.

WITH SU MANY SERIOUS BILATERAL ISSUES, HUw CiN CULOMBIA Y
PURSUE THIS? LONDUU IS DJUE HERE OW THURSDAY FOR

TALKS wHICH wlLL CerTAlisLY BE DIFFICULT,

8. THE AMDASSADUR ¥#wPHAS1ZED THE DESIRE OF THE UNITED
STATES Fur PEACE Anp THE MAINTENAHCE OF QUR EXCELLENT .
RELATIONS wlTh BOTi CULOMBIA AWD VEREZUELA., HE ASKED 8
CONSALVI wHAT HE SwHoULD TELL OUK GUVERIMENT., CONSALVI . "
SATD THAT wASHINHGTOr SHOULD UNDERSTARD THAT "THE GULF

OF yEWEZUELA," (THROUGE WAICH 70 PERCENT OF VEKEZUELA'S CIL N
MUST PASS,) "“IS MUkF IMPURTANT TO THE UNITED STATES THAN a
THg PERSIAR GULF.,™ IT IS OF NO STRATEGIC IMPURTANCE o

TO cOLOMBIA, EVUT 0F UTNMOST IMPORTAMCE TO VENEZUELA, )
HE wADE HWO REGUEST FOR SPECIFIC U.S. ACTIOWNS, bUT IT IS :
CLEAR THAT THE GOV wANTS US FULLY INFORMED OF THEIR

POSITION SHOULD THE SITUATION DEGENERATE FURTHER., REICH )

END OF MESSAGE | SECRET
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